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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following Work, written by the able and 
pwus Dr. Watts, is known but by few; and 
many misrepresentulions have heen given of his 
views of the umportant doctrine here brought 


| forwar d. 


No one can doubt or call in queslton the 


Author's motives in has serious enquiries after the 
truth on this point; which arose from a desire 
to know God, so, as to worship him aright : and 
it would be well if those who are so very forward 
in pouring out ther Anatliemas on the humble 
enquirer after Truth, would examine themselves 


and their creeds by the unerring word of God, 
and leave others who differ from them in the 


hands of Him who judgeth rightcously. 


| This little Piece is reprinted with a design 
that God would be pleased, by his Spirit, to 


render it so far useful, as to be a mean in his 


hand of causing the Reader, whoever he may 
be, to examine the word. of God for non. 


on the doctrine herein contained. 
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A 
SOLEMN ADDRESS 
10 THE 


GREAT and BLESSED GOD. 
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& RIGHTEOUS art thou, O Lord, when I plead 
with thee ; ; vet! may talk with thee concerning thy 
judgments.” Permit me, O my God and Father, 
to plead with thee concerning the revelations of thy 
nature and thy grace, which are made in thy gospel : 
and let me do it with all that humble reverence, and 
that holy awe of thy Majesty, which becomes a crea» 
| ture in the presence of his God. 

Hast thou not, O Lord God Almighty, hast thou 
not transacted thy divine and important affairs among 
men by thy Son Jesus Christ, and by thy Holy Spi- 

rit2 And hast thou not ordained that men should 
{transact their highest and most momentous concerns 
with thee, by thy Son and by thy Spirit? Hast thou 
not, by the mouth of thy Son Jesus, required all that 
profes bis religion to be wasbed with water in the 
ame of the I ather, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost ? 
s it not my duty then, to enquire, who or what are 
hese sacred names, and what they signify ? Must I 
ot know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
thy Son, whom thou hasl sent, that I may fulfil all my 

espective duties towards thyself and thy Son, in hope 
f eternal lite ? Hath not thy Son himself appealed to 
hee in his last prayer, that eternal life depends upon 
his knowledge? And since thou hast made so much 
se of thy Holy Spirit s our religion, must 1 not 


Vi 


have some knowledge of this thy Spirit also, that T 
may pay thee all those honours thou requirest from 
this divine revelation ? 

Hast thou not ascribed divine names and titles, and 
characiers to thy Son and thy Holy Spirit in thy word, 
as well as assumed them to thyself? And hast thou not 
appointed to them such glorious offices as cannot be 
executed without something of Divinity or true God- 
head in them? And yet art not thou, and thou alone, 
the true God? How shall a poor weak creature be 
able to adjust and reconcile these clashing ideas, and 


to understand this mystery? or must I believe and act 


blindfold, without understanding? | 
Holy Father, thou knowest, how firmly I believe, 
and with my soul, whatsoever thou hast plainly writ— 
ten and revealed in thy word. I ' :lieve Thee to be 
the only true God, the Supreme of Beings, self-sufli- 
cient for thine own existence, and for all thy infinite 
affairs and transactions among creatures. I believe 


{hy Son Jesus Christ to be all suſſicient for the glori- 


ous work of mediation between God and man, which 
thou hast appointed him. 1 believe he is a man 7x 
whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 
1 believe he is one with God; he is God manifesled 
in the flesh, and that the man Jess is so closely and 
inseparably united with the true and eternal Godhead, 
as to become one person, even as the human soul and 
body make one man | believe that this illustrious 
person is hereby possessed of divine dignity, sufficient 
to make full atonement for the sins of men by his suf- 
ferings and death, even though sin be accounted an 
infinite evil; and that he hath all-sufficient power to 
raise himself from the dead, to ascend to heaven, and 
fulfil the blessed works for which thou hast exalted 
Lim, and to govern and judge the world in thine ap- 
pointed time. PEN 

I believe also thy blessed Spirit hath almighty 
power and influence to do all thy will, to instruct men 
eſfectually in divine truths, to change the hearts of 
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fallen mankind from sin to holiness, to carry on thy 
work of illumination, sanctification, ant} consolation 
on the souls of all thy children, and to bring them safe 
to the heavenly world. I yield myself up joyfully 
and thankfully to this method of thy salvation, as it is 
revealed in thy gospel. But [| acknowledge my dark- 
ness still. I want to have this wonderful doctrine of 
the all-sufficience of thy Son and thy Spirit, for these 
divine works made a little plainer, May not thy 
humble creature be permitted to know what share they 
can have in thy Deity? Is it a vain and sinful curi- 
osity to desire to have this article set in such a light, 

as may not diminish the eternal glory of the Unity of 
the true God, nor of the Supremacy of thee the Father 
of all ? 

Hadst thou anne me, gracious Father, in any 
place of thy word, that this divine docirine is not to 
he understood by men, and yet they were required to 
believe it, I would have subdued all my curiosity 
to faith, and submitted my wandering and doubtful 
imaginations, as far as it was possible, to the holy and 
wise determinations of thy word. But | cannot find 
thou hast any where forbid me to understand it, or to 
make these enquiries. My conscience is the best 
natural light thou hast put within me, and since thou 
hast given me the Scriptures, my own conscience bids 
me Search the Seriptures, to find out truth and eter— 
nal life. It bids me try all things and hold fast that 
which is good. And thy word, "by the same expres. 
sions, encourages this holy practice. I have, therefore, 
been long searching into this divine doctrine, that I 
may pay thee due honour with understanding. Surel 
I ought to know the God whom I worship, whether 
he be one pure and simple Being, or whether thou art 
a three-fold Deity, consisting of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

Dear and blessed God, badet thou been pleased, in 
any one plain Scripture, to have informed me which 
of the different as about the holy Trinity, 
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among the contending parties of Christians, had been 
true, thou knowest with how much zeal, satisfaction 
and joy, my unhiassed heart would have opened itself 
to receive and embrace the divine discovery. Hadst 
thou told me plainly, in any single text, that the 
Father, Son and Hol Spirit, are three real dictinet 
persons in thy divine nature, | had never suffered 
myself to be bewildered in so many doubts, nor em- 
barrassed with so many strong fears of asseming to the 
meer inventions of men, instead of divine doctrine ; - 
but I should have humbly and immediately accepted 5 
thy words, so far as it was possible for me to under- 
Stand them as the only rule of my faith. Or hadst 
thou been pleased so to express and include this pro- 
Position in the several scattered parts of tby book, 
from whence my reason and conscience might with 
ease find out and with certainty infer this doctrine, 
1 should have joyfully employed all my reasoning * 
powers, with their utmost skill and activity, to have 
found out this inference, and ingrafled it into my soul. 
Tbou hast taught me, Holy Father, by thy pro- W« ;; 
phets, that the way of holiness, in the times of the | 


gospel, or under the kingdom of the Messiah, shu,’ , 
be ua highway, a plain and easy path; $0 that the 
wWay-faring man, or the stranger, though a fool, shail 6 


not err therein. And thou hast called the poor and 
the ignorant, the mean and the foolish things of this 
world, to the knowledge of thy Self and thy Son, and 
taught them to receive and partake of the salvation 
which thou hast provided. But how can such weak 
creatures ever fake in so strange, so difficult and s 
abstruse a doctrine as this; in the explication and 
dleſence whereof, multitudes of men, even men of 
learning and piety, have lost themselves in infinite 
subtilties of dispute and endless mazes of darkness? 
And can this strange and perplexing notion of three 
real persons going to make up one true God, be 50 
necessary and so important a part of that Christian 
Goctrine, which, in the Old Testament and the New, 


ix 
is represented as so plain and so easy, even to the 
meanest understandings ? | | 
O thou searcher of hearts, who knowest all things, 
I appeal to thee concerning the sincerity of my en- 
=X quiries into these discoyeries of thy word. Tho 
= /nowest me, thou hast seen me, and hast tried my 
= heart towards thee : if there be any lurking hypocrisy 
in my heart, any secret bias towards any thing but 
truth, uncover it, O Father of Lights, and banish it 
= from my soul for ever. If thine eye discoyers the 
least spark of criminal prejudice in any corner of my 
{ soul, extinguish it utterly, that 1 may not be led 
W astray from the truth, in matters of such importance, 


ST =o 


by the least glance of error or mistake. 


Thou art witness, O my God, with what diligence, 


with what constancy and care, I have read and 


ihis 


= scarched thy holy word; how early and late, by night 
and by day, 1 have been making these enquiries. 

Ho tervently have I been seeking thee on my bended 
knees, and directing my humble addresses to thee, to 
= cnlighten my darkness, and to shew me the meaning of 
thy word, that I may learn what I must believe, and 
what I must practise with regard to this doctrine, in 
= order to please thee and obtain eternal life! 


Great God, who seest all things, thou hast beheld 


i what busy temptations have been often fluttering about 
my heart, to call it off from these laborious and difli= 
cult enquiries, and to give up thy word and thy gos- 


and BY vel as an unintelligible book, and betake myself to the 
en light of nature and reason: but thou hast been pleased 
veak by thy divine power to scatter these temptations, and 
d So of 
| fix my heart and my hope again upon that Saviour 
and and that eternal life, which thou hast revealed in th 
n of word, and proposed therein, to our knowledge and 
finite our acceptance. Blessed be the name of my God, 
ness that has not suffered me to abandon the gospel of his 
ng Son Jesus! And blessed be that. Holy Spirit that 
e Si 


ristian 


New,; 


has kept me attentive to the truth delivered in thy gos- 
| pel, and inclined me to wait longer in my search of 
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these divine trutlis, ander the hope of thy gracious 
illumination. 


| humbly call thee fo witness, O my God, what a 
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do the sliglitest dishonour to thy Supreme Majesty, in 
any of my enquiries or determinations. Thou scest 
what a religious fear, and what a tender solicitude ! 
maintain on my soul, lest I shonld think or speak any 
thing to diminish the grandeurs and honours of thy 
Son Jesus, my dear Mediator, to whom I ove my 
everlasting hopes. Thou knowest how much afraid! 
am of speaking one word, which may be construcd 
into a neglect of thy blessed Spirit, from whom I hope 
i am daily receiving happy influences of light and 
strength. Guard all the motions of my mind, O Al- 
mighty God, against every thing that borders rs upon 
these dangers. Forbid my thonghts to indulge, and 
forbid my pen to write one word, that should sink 
those grand ideas which belong to thyself or thy Son, 
or thy Holy Spirit. Forbid it, O my God, that ever 
I should be so unhappy as to unglorify my Father, 
my Saviour, or my Sanclifier, in any of my sentiments 
or expressions concerning them. 

Blessed and faithful God, hast thou not promised 
that the meek thou wilt guide in Judgment, the 
meek thou wilt teach the way?” Hast thou not told 
us by Tsaiah thy prophet, * that thou wilt bring the 
blind by a way which they knew not, and wilt lead 
them in paths which they have not known?” Has 
thou not informed us, by thy prophet 7/osea, that “ if 


R wed HY 
1 
N 8 
. 2 Sl : £ 
. * 8 5 n 


- N 

9 1 
. 
„ nt een Jos a FLOATS 
Sr in es 


57 
n 
8 * 
* n 
$5 ES: cs 


n ä oe 
ee 
3 Go CO. hs Hat * 
3 8 5 N * 8 N 
eee 


ok IP 
_—— 


R _ 
Farr 
4k 3 = » 


. . 1 ut 


R 
. 


8 : OY PE n 
e ee eee 


T 
* . <I> We 


we follow on to know the Lord, then we Shall know 


him?“ Hath not thy Son, our Saviour, assured us, 
that our heavenly “ Father will give his Holy Spirit 
to them who ask him?” And is he not appointed to 
guide us into all truth 2 Have I not sought the gra- 
cious guidance of thy good Spirit continually ? Am! 
not truly sensible of my own darkness and weakness, 
my dangerous prejudices on every side, and my k utter 
insufliciency lor wy own conduct? Wilt thou leave 
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such a poor creature bewillered among a thousand 
perplexities, which are raise by the various opinions 


and contrivances of men to explain thy divine truth? 


Help me, heavenly Father, for I am quite tired and 


weary of these human_explainings, so various and un- 


certain. When wilt thou explain it to me thyself, O 


my God, by the secret and certain dictates of thy 


Spirit, according to the intimations of thy word? Nor 


let any pride ot reason, nor any aſfectation of novelty, 


nor any criminal bias whatsoe ver, turn my heart aside 
from hearkening fo these divine dictates of thy word 
and thy Spirit, Suffer not any of my native corrup-— 
tions, nor the vanity of my imagination, to cast a 
mist over my eyes, while I am secarching after the 
knowledge of thy mind and will, for my eternal 
Salvation, | 

I intreat, O most merciful Father, that thou wilt 


not suffer the remnant of my short life to be wasted in 
endless wanderings, in quest of thee, and thy Son 


Jestis, 2s a great part of my past days have been; 
but let my sincere endeavours to know thee, in all the 
ways whereby thou hast discovered thyself in thy 


E word, be crowned with such success, that my soul 


being established in every needfal truth by thy Holy 
Spirit, I may spend my remaining life according to 


the rules of thy gospel; and may, with all the holy 
and happy creation, ascribe „“ glory and honour, wis- 


dom and power to thee, who sittest upon the throne, 


| and to the Lamb for ever and ever.“ 
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of the same sense, are but little known among the 


Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one ; 


the truths of religion, and have learnt to believe and 


THE PREFACE. 


—— 
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TI generally allowed by all Christians, that some ; F 


knowledge of the doctrine of the blessed Trinity is 


needful to our salvation by Jesus Christ; but the 
only common ways for the people to be acquainted 
with it, in these our nations, are by hearing the Atha- 
nasian Creed read at church, or the learning of the 
sixth answer of the Dissenters' Catechism ; since the 
articles of the Church of England, which are entirely 


people. 

The chief sentences of the Athanasian Creed, which 
briefly contain this knowledge are these ; “ We wor- 
ship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, 
There is one person of the Father, another of the Son, 
another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the 


the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal. The Father 
is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost is God ; 
and yet there are not three Gods, but one God.” 

The sixth answer in the Assembly's Catechism is 
this; “ There are three persons in the Godhead, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, and equal 
in power and glory.“ | 5 

Now there have been many pious souls, I suppose, 
among the Dissenters, as well as in the Church of 
England, when they began to enquire seriously after 


profess the doctrine of Christ, who are yet at a loss 
how to range this doctrine of the Trinity aright in 
their thoughts, and what honours to pay to this Sacred 


XIII 


F 1 Three, and to transact the affairs of their own salya- 
ion with them in the most regular manner. 
A They believe God the Father is supreme over all, 
pf absolute perfection, all- sufficient for every thing 
hat a creature can want or desire here or hereafter, 
They believe {he Son of God, Jesus Christ, to be 
made a proper sacrifice of atonement for the sins of 
men, and that his death had virtue and dignity enough 


me 

is I n it to take away the sins of the world; they believe 
be [hat he is risen from the dead, that he has the goyern= 
a ment of the world put into his hands, and will raise up 


2 4 She dead, and judge all men at the last day. 

L 1 hey believe also, that the Holy Ghost was sent to 
: ear witness to the gospel of Christ, by many miracles 
2 at first ; and is still sent to convince men of sin, to en- 
dienten them in the knowledge of Chris, to change 
Aheir hearts, and bring them Safe through the dangers 
pf this world to heaven. 

Now these actions and these offices of each, require 


vor- 

ity. | .li of true Godhead to fulfill them; but how 
zon, ; ny share or interest in the Godhead can belong to all 
the he three, they cannot well conceive, Since they are 


ne; : ssured often in Scripture, t/ere is but one God and 
ther : ur Saviour says expressly, John xvii. 3, © This is 
od; Nite eternal, O Father, that they might know thee, 
: the only tems God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 


m is ent.“ And 1 Cor. viii. 4. 6, There is none other 
| the God but one: to us there is but one God, even the 
these Father, of whom are all things,” &c, 


equal 
1 Here permit me to borrow a parallel from the case 
fa sick person and a medicine, and apply it to the 


pose, a ; 
present subject. There are several even wise and 


ch of 


after Nautious persons, who may have been long troubled 
e and ich some common and painful malady ; if "they hap- 
a loss Den lo know a plain honest neighbour, that has felt 
cht in Nhe very same disease, and been healed by some medi- 
acred ine which is plain and simple, which yet will stand 


ne test of a thousand censures; they will choose to 
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consult this honest neighbour, rather than apply to a 
whole college of learned physicians ; because they are 
afraid they shall be led by them into a maze of pre. 
SCriptions and medicines, almost endless, and perhaps = 
without success. Now it is such kind of patients, 
invite to be my readers, or rather such kind of Chris-F7 


been exercised with long and grievous doubts, and 


consult nothing but the word of God, as the noble 


xiv 


tians, for whom this book is written; not for the? 


learned and talking disputants of the age, but for such“ 


as feel their daily difficulties, and would fain be led 
by the safe experience of a friend, ynder the plain) 
directions of Scripture, into the way of relief. Þ 

The author professes himself a Christian, but hath 


distress of spirit, in this article of the blessed Tri- 
nity : he hath laboured long in vain to range aright,|* 
in his thoughts, the peculiar characters, properties, 
relations and offices of the Sacred Three, and to trans- 
act the affairs of his salvation with them, according to 
Scripture. He hath been perplexed with a multitude” 
of creeds and counsellors ; he hath read whatsoe ver 
could come within his reach and understanding to 
obtain relief, and found himself still embarrassed and. 
bewildered, till he was led into this scheme of doctrine ; 
and by confining himself to enquiries only in the word 
of God, he finds his conscience pretty well established 
in the duties and comforts of the Christian life. 

The author does not pretend to explain every 
Scripture fully by this scheme ; nor to answer every 
difficult question: he hopes, if the Second Part be 
encouraged to appear, that will have a great tendency 
towards it. But he feels himself, through the grace 
of God, able to live and die upon his transactions with 
the blessed Ged, according to this doctrine, in humble 
expectation of eternal life. And if the reader will 


Bereans did, white he is searching into this scheme, 
to find if things are so, and that with fervent prayers 
for divine instruction, the writer sincerely wishes and 
hopes he will meet with the same success. 
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tolfe 3 e 3 
$7 gere. I. The Doctrine of the Trinity proved to be 
_ a plain and easy Doctrine 


g to | 
and THE knowledge of the sacred doctrine of the Tri- 


rine :{Mily may be considered in two respects. 
word First, So far as may be sufficient to fulfil the vari- 
ished Mus duties of the Christian life, and to obtain the sal- 
ation of Christ. | 
| Secondly, So far as it may be drawn from the Holy 
riptures, with the exercise of our best judgments 
„t be pon them, and may be usefully and honourably pur- 
dencyſÞed in order to give more advanced and enquiring 
grace hristians a clearer and more complete idea of that 
s with|fod whom they worship, that Lord Jesus Christ, in 
ambleſlom they trust as a Mediator to reconcile them to 
er willgod, and of that blessed Spirit who is the author of 
noble hose gifts and graces, whereby they are trained up 
heme d fitted for heaven. 
brayen The first of these is sufficient for all trne Christians: 
os andſbe last is only for those who seek after higher degrees 
knowledge to glorify God and Christ the more, and 
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fuse to receive them. Perhaps many poor. creatures, 


Jesus Chrisl, as lays Sufficient nd for his becom- 7 


of this sinful world, to govern and protect it, and bring 


2 


particularly for those persons who are set to defend e! 
gospel against all its enemies and opposers. 

Tis the first of these that I shall now endeavour to 
describe, (v.) that knowledge of the Holy Trinity 

which may be $ficient for the zulvalion of every 
Cristian. 

And here I must lay down this caution; (viz.) that! 
Jam by no means endeavouring to shew, that all this 125 
knowledge is so necessary (o true Christianity, or that 0 
a man cannot be a true Christian, nor be saved, with 
out the knowledge of all these propositions or articles, ++ 
God forbid that 1 should take u pon me, without plain 5 4 
Scripture, to pronounce all these to be necessary arti- 
cles of the Christian Religion, and to determine against 5 


1 
the salvation of those Who know them not, or who re 


1 


may be saved, who have no ex Press aud distinct idea 
of half oft hen, 1 
Hut for that knowledge of the hlessed Trinity, which 
is sufficient for sal vation, I think there are these six“ 
qualifications that must belong to it, agreeably to m 
intimations of Scripture. 1 
1. It must be such a knowledge of this doctrine af 
ellows a sufficient foundation for all the neceasary i 
and most important articles of the Christian Faith 
that relate to the Son of God, and lhe Hol Spirit. '3 
It must therefore be such a knowledge of the con- 
stitution, glory and dignity of the person of our Lord 


tf 


obedience and his onfferings. a proper propitiatiou il 
the guilt and iniquities of men, and renders his death 
a sufficient ransom for those who are condemned oh 5 2 
the law of God : it must ascribe also such power al ; e 
authority to him, as to be able to raise his church oH 
o 
it safe to glory, as well as to raise the dead, and on ., 
govern and to Judge the world. 01 


3 


iO 4 This knowledge of the Holy Spirit must allow him 
also to be suflicient to enlighten the dark minds of men 
with divine truths, to change their natures, to turn 


weir wills from sin to holiness, and secure them to 
Venter into the heavenly world. Now I confess, I can- 
not sce how these powers and glories can be attributed 
" Ho Christ or to the Holy Spirit, without ascribing 
proper Deity to them some way or other: but every 
ne must judge for himself upon a just survey of 
Scripture. 
„2. Such knowledge of this doctrine must be plain 
"Ed eas to obtain and fo remember, because it is of 
Freat and universal use and importance in our religion 
io every one who professes it, and 'tis necessary in 
learning the way of salvalion, as well as in the con- 
tant practice of it: every true Christian, therefore, 
must have some knowledge of it, for he is baptized or 
entered into the profession of CHristianit by these 
hichſ guree names. And since there are in the world many 
$1\ break true Christians, some who are young in years, 
the and some of very low capacities, since many are bred 
Emp merely to the meanest offices of life, ploughmen, 
1e a znilkmaids and labourers in the mines, who have 
s carcely any advantages for knowledge or improvement 
dit of the mind, since these are some of the“ base and 
it. oolish things of this world,” which “ God hath chosen 
and called,” as in 1 Cor. i. 27; it is certain that the 
ecessary part of this doctrine cannot have any great 
epths or intricate notions in it, nor can it include any 
Egcfinements of science, or obscure terms of art as ne- 


I * 


es hig pessary to understand, conceive, or explain it; because 
»u folfvery one who would be saved in the Cristian way 
deatiWuust know it in some measure; even the babes may 
ed by earn it, and the way Jarng man, though a fool, 
er aud reed not err therein. Isa. xxxv. 8. 
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that some religious persons have but a narrow view of 


things and a very short memory, and yet these must 
be acquainted with this doctrine, and receive it and 


live upon it in their daily walking with God, accord- 
ing to the gospel. 2 
3. It must be a doctrine not only easy lo be appre. 
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hended, but it must not be liable to many carils ; be» 


cause throughout the whole New Testament, and 
especially in the Acts of the Apostles, when heathens 


were first converted, and in their Epistles, where they 


were further instructed, and where we might most ex- 


pect it, there is no contest, nor any controversy, among 
the primitive Christians about the Trinity as the apos- 


tles taught it; no special labour taken by the holy 
writers to explain it; no cautions nor directions given 
about the manner of conceiving it; no errors or false 
doctrines about it refuted ; no learned words or subtil 
notions used either in the mention of it, or of our duty 
relating to it ; there are no hard questions asked of the 


apostles in their preaching or their writing on this sub- 


ject, though it is sufficiently evident concerning other 


Points of Christianity, that the primitive Christians 


Tan into different opinions, doubts, questions, gross 
errors and various controversies, as the Epistles to the 


Romans, Galatians and Corinthians, sufficiently in- 


form us. . 5 

4. It must be such a knowledge of this doctrine as 
is perſectly consistent with the notions and conceptions 
that the wisest of the heathens had gotten by the light 
of nature concerning the one true God, and with the 
ideas which the Jews had learnt of the same true 


God, both from reason and Scripture, 


The reason is plain, because neither C1 n1sT nor his 
apostles in their ministrations gave the least hint to the 
Jews, or the wise and learned Gentiles, that they must 
change their old sentiments, i. e their natural and ra- 
tional ideas concerning the one true God: and the 
Scripture allows these best of the heathens, that they 
knew the true God, ** cycn the invisible things that 


1 
Bp, 


LOG 


k relate to him, (viz.) his eternal power and Godhead 
by the creation of the world,“ Rom. i. 20, 21. 


The idolatrous Gentiles indeed are excepted, and a 


ET better notion of God is given to them by St. Paul, in 


several places; even the same which the wisest Gen- 


ther 


ross 
the 
in- 


tiles and the Jews had before obtained, (viz.) That 
Goch is an intelligent Being or Spirit, who knows all 
things, who made all things, and who can do all 
things; that he is but one only Spirit, and not more. 
But it would have been a huge prejudice and stum- 
bling-block both to the Jews and to the Gentiles 
against receiving the Christian Religion, if they had 
4 heard this doctrine belonged to it, (vis.) That the 
true God was made up o 


For consisted of three 


distinct real personal agents, (viz.) the Father, the 
Son, and the Spirit: and as the apostles never said 
any thing to them of this kind, so neither was this 
necessary in order to teach them the true doctrine of 
the Trinity: they 
degtees, as it opened itself further in their learning the 
Christian Religion. 8 

ians | 


let them into this doctrine by 


5. It musl be such a knowledge as may Shew us 


in some Sufficient measure what every one of the Sa- 
cred Three hath done, and what he doth for us and 
towards our salvation ; and to inform us what are 


those respects and honours which we are bound to pay 


to each of the Sacred Three according to the New 


Testament. For since the Christian Religion is a reli- 
gion that will never save any man by the mere know- 
ledge and profession of it without the practice, therefore 
the practical parts of our religion, which depend upon 
this doctrine, must be made very plain to us, so that 
both young and old, even of the lowest capacity, who 


have been taught, may be reasonably supposed to 


understand and to remember it. 

6. It must be such a doctrine as is obvious in Scrip- 
ture and evidently contained there ; if not in the most 
express words, yet so plainly appearing to common 
readers, as not to want long trains of reasoning and 
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distant inferences to draw it out of Scripture; because 
there are many Christians who are so poorly skilled in 
the art of reasoning, that they would not be able to 
find it, unless it lie as it were open and near the 
surface. | 1 
Vet this caulion may be added in the last place, 


[| — 


| islian 1 
that every plain Christian must not expect to find 


such a knowledge of it as is suſſicient to answer all 
objections and cavils about it, nor to explain every 
verse of Scripture which relates to it. To do this, 
perhaps, may be beyond the skill even of the ablest 
divines in this present state of darkness and imper 
fection. | 4 
Let us now begin to represent this doctrine of the; 
Trinity, or of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, 1 
80 far as is suſſicient for Salvation: and let us take 
heed all the way to admit no notions or opinions which | 
carry in them such distant, difficult, and perplexed 
ideas as are here excluded by these rules. —_— 
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Sor. II. Of the One True God. 


IN all our conceptions of God, or of the divine 
nature, this must be laid down as a solid and unmove -n 
able foundation, that there is and there can be but one 
true God, One supreme, almighty, and eternal Being, 
or Spirit, who is oftentimes called God the Father inne 
Scripture, as the first of Beings and the prime Agent J 
in all things. In this sense many of the heathens have. 
called him the Father of all: and yet he is in a more 
peculiar manner the Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. 

Tis our truest notion or conception of God, that he 
is a Spirit, that is, an invisible and thinking Being, 
most perfect in all his properties, a Being who 
has an universal understanding and a most power: 
ful will, who knows every thing, who has made alli: 
things, and who can do whatsoever he pleases. Thi 


. 


F 


is the notion or idea which the light of nature or right 
in reason would give to all mankind concerning the one 
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to AF true God, and this is the notion which Scripture gives 
he us both in the Old Testament and in the New. 

Nor doth Scripture give us any intimation, that we 
de, must forsake or change this natural notion of the true 
nd EGov, as one Eternal, All-wise and Almighty Spirit, 


all which the more rational Heathens have obtained by 
ry Mine light of nature, and the Jews by Scripture, in or- 
115, Eder to become Christians or believers in Christ Jesus. 


les This idea or conception of God the Father, is in all 


rr. III. Of the Holy Trinity, or the Father, 
= the Son, and the Spirit in general, and whether 
they be Three proper Persons. 

„HE doctrine of the blessed Trinity, or of the 
vine at /er, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, in its last and 
nove: znost complete representation, together with their pe- 


t one puliar characters and offices, is a special doctrine of 


Being : he Christian Religion. It must be acknowledged, 


er indeed, that the doctrine of the Father, and the Tol 
agen Ppirit, was known to the Jews by the Old Testament. 
5 hay 


Net the explicit discovery of Jesus Christ or the 
Messiah, considered as the Son of God, was but 
$cldom and more obscurely made known of old by the 
ewtsh writers; as particularly in the 2d, and in the 


L more 
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hat hegt Psalm. | | 

Being The Sacred Three in the Trinity are plainly repre- 
g whofzented in Scripture, and have generally been repre- 
power Wented by Christian writers like three persons, or three 


_ iy listinct personal agents, as acting different parts, and 


usfaining different characters in the affairs of our 
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the world, speaking to God his Father, informs us, 


preaches up our Lord Jesus Christ and the blessed 


who are called Gods, whether in heaven or earth, (as 


8 

salvation; and yet it seems to be abundantly evident 
also in Scripture, that they are all three represented 
in several places, as having true and proper Deity 
some way belonging to them; and that the names, 
titles, attributes and operations of Godhead, are as- 
cribed to all the 'Three, in the Old Testament and in 
the New. 

This is the snbstance of the doctrine itself, as re- 
vealed in the Bible ; and it has been generally agreed 
upon by almost all Christians for many ages, and the 
writers on the Trinity have so often proved it, that I 


need not repeat the proofs here. 


Yet there are still sufficient guards in the New 


Testament, that this ancient doctrine of the eternal 
Unit of God must have no inroad made upon it by 


Christianity. Our Saviour himself, just before he left 


John xvii. 3, © This is life eternal to know thee, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast. 
sent.“ And St. Paul the great apostle, though he 


Spirit abundantly in all their offices and operations, 
yet he tries. to establich the Corinthians in this 
ancient truth still, 1 Cor. i. 8, Though there be 


there are Gods many and Lords many) but to us. 
there is but one God, even the Father, of whom are 
all things; and one Lord, even Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things,” &c. Now there is nothing in 
Christianity or the New Testament, which requires us 


to strain these words of Scripture to any other sense, 8 
nor to introduce such limitations upon this general, 


doctrine, as might give occasion for any suspicion, 

that we are renouncing the Unity of God, though ng 

Christians are required to maintain the great doctrine, 

of the Trinity, i. e. the Father, Son, and Spirit, with 

all their respective divine characters and offices. 
Those writers who call the Sacred Three by the pp 

name of three persons do not assert or maintain thatWrc 


9 


t uis very word or expression of three persons is found 
1 Kin Scripture, nor is the word person expressly applied 
/ to them all three, 3 | 
„ And though in our translation the word person be 
. ascribed both to the Father and the Son, who (as we 
n find in Scripture) are proper persons, yet none pre- 
tend that this word is so expressly applied to the 
e- Hol Spirit, though he be represented often in a 
2d personal manner. 5 
he Now this word person having been a great bone of 
t 1 Contention in the churches, both in ancient and later 
times, and not agreed upon by all Christians to this 
ew day, 1 shall by no means think it necessary to use 
nal that word which may be so offensive to some very good 


by Christians. 
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32 
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left | 5 | | | 
the W Hg 1 2 5 
hast. WI * There are some learned writers and some confessions 
1 got faith among ancient and later Christians, which do 
e not insist on the word person: and some, though they do 
sed use this word, yet represent the Son or second person as 
ions, the Reason and Wisdom of God, and the Spirit as the 
this ¶ Power of God, and therefore cannot by this word Reason, 
re be mean a real proper person, in the full and common sense 
|, (as {of it. Now these confessors should not be cut off from 
to us {MWCkristianity, though in their idea the second and third 
m are persons are but metaphorically so, or only in the Serip- 
t, by Nural way of representing things personally, which are not 
ing in Proper persons. ; 
res us. And indeed the word person in some of these confes- 
sense, Pions and in the writings of some of the ancient fathers, 
mera well as our modern divines, seems to be only a name 
enero signify some middle thing, between a substance and a 
P1CI0" Bower or property. A substance is what it properly sig- 
though Mmities in the Greek word dv, But between s1bstance 
LOCtrine ind a power or property, there is no middle thing which 
it, wit has any idea belonging to it, that 1 know of; and yet 
8. many of the fathers seem to make the Son as well as the 
by theſppirit sometimes a distinct substance, and sometimes a 


ain thatProperty or power in the Deity. 
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person, in this scriptural doctrine of the Trinity, in the 


be three real proper persons, or no; which has created 


God, or have the true Godhead ascribed to them. 1 


10 


And this is certain further, that our most orthodox 
divines, though they sometimes call them proper and 
real persons, yet they do not pretend to use the word 


very same intire and complete sense as when we say, 
Peter, Paul and John, are three persons. A distinct 
person, in the full and proper sense of the word among 
men, must be a distinct spirit; for a distinct person 
requires at least another distinct consciousness, with 
another distinct will, which seems to infer another dif- 
ferent spirit. And surely the Deity is not made up of 
three such distinct and different spirits. | I 

Besides, it is sufſiciently evident, that in the lan- 
guage of Scripture, and in the writings of the Jewzs/ 
nation, those things which are not strictly and pro- 
perly persons, are often represented in a personal man- 


ner, as Nisdom, Prov. ix. I. The Law, Gal. iv. 21. 
The Scriptures, Gal. iii. 8. Righteousness, Rom. 
x. 6. Love or Charity, 1 Cor. xiii. And therefore 
the Sacred Three may be called three persons, or 
at least Three Scriptural Persons, 1 hope, without | 
offence, and without entering into the tedious, learned 
and philosophical difficulties about the word person: 


and without enquiring or determining whether they | 


infinite disputes, and which cannot be understood, 
much less decided, by private Christians. 

Now let us try to represent this scriptural doctrine, 
how Three who are spoken of in Scripture language 
as distinct personal Agents, can each of them be true 


And let us remember to represent it in such a manner, 
as that all true Christians may arrive at some know- 
ledge of it, without perplexing difficulties, 

 'The firs? thing that must be determined and laid 
down as a certain foundation of all our sentiments on 
this subject, is this; that if the Son of God and the 
Holy Spirit have true Godhead belonging to them, 
as well as the Father, then since there is but one true 
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8 ks 
RY 7 
55 
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eternal God, it follows, that one and the same true 
Godhead which is in the Father, is the very God- 
bead that belongs to Jesus Christ, the Son, and to the 
Mol Ghost, almost all Trinitarians agree in this 
opinion as a necessary truth. 
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Now there are but two ways men have found out, 


or that I can possibly conceive, how this can be re- 
presented, but by supposing that the same one true 
EEGodhead is in three persons, or by supposing that 
three persons are in the same one true Godhead, 


The last of these suppositions has been the most 


common, and I was brought up in the belief of it, as 
though it had been all scriptural, (vis.) that three 
persons are in one Godhead ; but upon mature search, 
do not find this any where expressed in Scripture, 
nor any thing from which it can be certainly inferred. 
"Tis granted, indeed, that this has been the most com- 
mon opinion, since it was thus seitled about the time 
re pf the Arian Controversy, in the 3d and 4th century; 

15 led before. Vet as we have the same Scriptures which 
hey had, why may not we at 1700 years' distance 
understand and interpret them as well as they at 300 
Pears' distance from Christ and his apostles, when all 


ut one current and general notion of it was not set- 


ed the traditional knowledge of this matter was lost? 
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„he difficulties which stand in the way of this second 
opposition are many and great, as will be shewn in 
Another place. 


And 'tis certain the first supposition may be made 


Wo appear to every reader much more plain and easy 
m. o be understood, (vis. ) that the same one Godhead 
in three persons; the Father is a proper person 
Pith a distinct conscious mind and will; the Son is 
Also a proper person with a distinct conscious mind 
Ind will; and the Holy Spirit is at least a scriptural 
Person; and the same Godhead is in all these three. 
And this does more exactly and evidently answer most 
Pt the expressions of Scripture, and most effectually 


Fecures the grand designs of the sacred doctrine of the 
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Trinity, with regard to the several parts of our salya- 'Y 
tion, as will be evident by what follows. = Il 


Sect. IV. 07 God the Father. 


IF we speak concerning the Father, we must allow, WW! 
with universal reason, both from Scripture and from 
the nature of things, that God the Father is a true and 
proper person,* a distinct intelligent Being, infinitely 
distinct from all creatures, with a distinct understand- 
ing and a distinct will, as all proper persons have; 
and it is very plain, that the full and complete Godhead 
is in this first person, who is usually called God and fle 
sometimes the Father. There is no difficulty nor ob · Neh. 
stacle in the way to determine this, concerning the firs II. 


sacred person of the three, who is in every ' respect g$®usc 


divine and superior to all that is not God; and true Pod, 


Godhead is in him originally and eternally ; and toom 


know this concerning God the Father, is sufficient ave 
knowledge of him for our salvation., here 


Secr. V. Of Jesvs Cnnisr the Son of God. m 


IF we enquire concerning the Son of God, who is. 
usually called the second person, we know abundantly 
from Scripture that he is the man Christ Jesus,; who 
is also frequently called the Son of God in the New 
Testament. There is one God and one Mediato 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.“ 1 Tim 
ii. 5. Now there is not one text which I know of uf 


Not that I design to prove this by Heb. i. 3, wher{ 
Christ is called the character or express image of the Fa 
ther's person, because v705x0:s there may be as well trans 
lated substance, as it more naturally signifies, 


13 


ll the Bible, wherein he is called the Son, only and 
Surely relating to his Godhead, but all refer rather to 
Mis inferior nature, or his office; for Godhead cannot 
pe generated or derived. 555 

here are several reasons, indeed, why he may be 
Called the Son of God, ſirst, because of the analogy 
pr regemblance which Scripture frequently makes use 
pf between things divine and human The Son 


amongst men is another distinct person, who is derived 
1y rom the Father, and usually bears the nearest natural 
1. Wes: mblance of the Father; so Jeszs Christ, the Son 
e; f God, is another distinct person, who is derived from 
ad Pod his Father, and bears his nearest resemblance. 
nale is called © the express image of his person.“ 
Wit leb. Uo k, | 


He is called also, sccondly, the Son of God, be- 
ectMause he was raised from the dead by the power of 
rue od, and is called the“ first hegotten from the dead.“ 
to ompare Pal. ii. 7, „ Thou art my Son, this day 
entdave 1 begotten thee,” with Acts xiii. 33, 34, &c. 
Where this verse is so explained, but not because of 
ny efernal generation; and Coloss i. 18, where he is 
alled the“ first born from the dead.“ Persons raised 
d. Jom the dead are in Scripture called “ Sons of God, 
eing children of the resurrection.” Luke xx. 36. 
He is also sometimes called the Son of God, be- 
ause of his office as Mediator, Acts viii. 37 ; when 
e Eunuch confessed this, he was baptized. 
But the obvious reason why he is called the Son of 
od is most evident from Luke i. 35, The Holy 
host shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
lighest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that. 
oly thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
e Son of God.“ Thus spake the angel Gabriel to 
e Virgin Mary. _ . 
He was born as a man here on earth, he lived and 
cd as a man; having a human body with a rational 
ul, and in this view he was a being far inferior to 
e true and eternal God. 


Jesus Christ, which existed through all ancient ages; 


in 
© 


some places it is said, that God redeemed the churci 


14 


And though the body of Chris! had no being then, 5 8 
yet it must be acknowledged, that there is some par 
of the constitution of the complete person of our Lord 


for John xvii. 5, 4 He had glory with the Father be p. 
fore the foundation of the world.” Ephes. iii. 9, 
„ God the Father created the world by Jesus Chris . 
and Coloss i. 16, * By him all things were created, 
i. e. as the supreme, distinct agent under God the ee 


Father. | bl 


| He had an existence therefore early enough Nc 
create this world, and to enter into councils off 
peace with God the Father for the reconciliation n 
fallen man to God, before this world was founded 
John xvii 4, 5, Ephes. i. 4, Titus i. 2, God „ hatif the 


chosen us in him before the foundation of the world.” 4 "7 
Eternal life was promised in him before the wor 
o 


began. | I 
Tis evident also, that he is often called God i Wit 


Scripture, John i. 1, &c. and since he is true God 


well as man, we have plain directions from Scriptum un 


io suppose that this second person, or this man CHrighus 


Jesus, has the true Godhead united to him, or d wel din 
g in him, in a pecnliar manner; «, e. the man Jesu or 

rist is assumed by the great God into so near aud uff 
intimate an union with himself, that they are oſie 1 


represented as one complex person, or personal agent CH 


The man Jesus Christ is the inferior agent or medium r 5; 


of the great God, who acteth whatsoever he pleases it ut 


and by the man Jesus Christ. - nio 

And it may properly be called a personal union d, 
since many personal actions are attributed to these twſnal 
Spirits, the human and the divine united. Sometime ct 
it is said, „God created the world,” sometimes Jesu gi 
Christ is represented as Creator of the world; some prese 
times God created the world by Jesus Christ.“ I 


orlc 
bing 


by his own blood, Acts xx. 28. In others it appeat fog 
I a 


the church was redeemed by Jesus Christ. Here 


15 


och an union of these two agents, that their actions 
re ascribed often as to one person. h 


Io this personal union it must be attributed that 
„( the man Jesus Christ,“ who is “ the one Mediator 
Eibetween God and man,“ 1 Tim. ii. 5, is said to have 
the fulness of the Godhead dwelling bodily in him, 
Coloss. ii. 9. He is called © God manifest in the 
lesh,“ 1 Tim. iii. 16. He is of the race of the Jews 
concerning the flesh; and he is also God over all 
Wblessed for ever;” Rom. ix. 5. With many other 
Scriptures which represent the divine nature dwelling 
in him, and that he is constituted a Mediator, with a 
o numan and a divine nature. by 
ed And therefore in the Old Testament, as well as in 
all the New, he is called both God and Man, Isai. ix. 6, 
d. a child born, a son given ;” and yet he is there call- 
ied “ the mighty God ;* and Jer. xxiii. 6, © The 
Lord our righteousness; and“ Emmanuel,” or God 
iich eus.“ Matt. i. 23, Isai. vii. 14, Kc. | 
da Now if this account of Jesus Christ, as personally 
tun united to God, and as one with God, be sufficient to 
ri enswer all the benefits that we are taught to hope from 
well him, and all the dutzes which we are required to per- 
feu form toward him, then surely we may suppose it 
and ufficient for sal vation. | 
oli The benefits which we are to receive from Jesus 
ent, hrist, are pardon of sin through his full atonement 
diun r satisfaction, for which the dignity of his person is 
ses ifſÞuflicient, as he is one with God. The dignity of this 
nion spreads itself over all that Christ did and suffer- 
nion d, and makes it divine and all-sufficient. This union 
nables him also to raise his church out of this world, 
o change the hearts of men, and turn them to himself; 
o give his presence to his people in their worship, to 
rreserve his church from all their enemies, to rule and 
zovern the nations, to raise the dead, and to judge the 
orld. As he is one with God, „ he is head over all 
hings to the church, Ephes. i. last; and is capable 
fall chese works. 5 * 
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The duties which we are required to perform to him "© 
(at least such as we have examples of the performance | 
of them) are to honour him as we honour the Father,“ 


John v. 23. 


To trust him, John xiv. 1, © Ye trust? 
in God, trust also in me.” To obey him, Heb. v. 9 
« He became the author of Salvation to all that obey 
him.” To pray to him, as dying Stephen said,“ Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit,“ Acts vii 59. Or as Paul 
c besought the Lord thrice,” 2 Cor. xii. 8. To give 
praises to him, and Doxologies, as St. Paul does often, 


and as the whole creation does, Rev. v. 12, 13, 


Every creature which is in heaven and earth, &c. 
said, blessing and honour and glory and power be to 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for 
And to wait for his second coming 


ever and ever,” 


2 Tim. iv. 8. 1 Thess 1. 10. Heb. ix. 28. 


It is granted, there may be several texts of Scrip- 4 
ture relating to Christ, which a young Christian, with 


this small knowledge, may not be able to explain; 
yet if he fulfils all the required duties to him, and 
trusts in him for all his benefits, he may be well 


assured this person shall not miss of his salyation, 


though he cannot interpret all Scripture. 


Seor. VI. Of the Holy Spirit. 


THOUGH the Messiah was not much mad: 
known to the Jews under the title of the Son of God, 
yet the Spirit of God is often spoken of in the Old 


Testament, and must be in some measure known to 
them even from the beginning. 


He was known to the people of God through all the 
ages of the Old Testament, in the days of Noa, Gen. 
vi, 3; of. Job, Job xxvi. 13; of Moses, Numb. xi. 
17, 29; of Joshua, of the Judges, Saul, David, and 
the rest of the Kings, together with the Prophets, be 


ſore the Captivity, in the Captivity, and after {l« 


Captivity. And therefore through these several age 


* 

1 they must have some general notion or idea of what 

e ney meant by the Spirit of God, when they read or 
= poke of him | 

== Now the best idea that we can find, which either 

the ancient or modern Jews have received concerning 

the Spirit of God, is that of a rea, almighty, opera- 


rd ive power or principle of knowledge or action in the 
ul rue Godhead; for I do not find they ever agreed to 
vel rarry their ideas so far as to make him a real, distinct 


en, person in the Deity.“ 
13, Now we can hardly doubt but that the general no- 
ion of the Spirit of God, or Holy Spirit, when 
„ 4 | 2 . . | 
to Christ first came on earth, and which inspired Ze- 
for 4 hary and Elizabeth, Mary the mother of Christ, 
ng Simeon and Anna, and John the Baptist, Luke 1st. 
and 2nd. chap. in the beginning of the New Testa- 


rips ment, was the same notion or idea of the Spirit, which 


vith he Jews had received from all ages by their Scrip- 
ain; ares, and from their fathers by education and tradition. 
and And 'tis most highly reasonable to believe, that our 
wellſ@lcss2d Lord, who is truth itself, used those words of 


he Old Testament in the same sense in which the 
es of that day used them without reproof or blame; 
ind that he would not impose upon them, nor on his 
llisciples, by putting. new and unknown ideas upon 
ommon and well-known words, or names, in their 
onversation with him. 


tion, 


made 
God, 
e Old 


wn 0 


all the 


* The learned Dr. Alliæ has taken much pains in his 
ook of the Judgments of the ancient Jews, &c. to prove 
hat the Son and Spirit were counted distinct persons by 
he ancient Jews ; aud though he does prove it hy several 
wr Thee { their writings in some measure concerning the Son, 
2 7 Whom they sometimes suppose to be an angel or a man, 
nb. V's well as in other places à power in the Godhead ; yet 
d, 200: makes nothing of this evident concerning the Spirit. 
ts, be 1s plain enough, they thought him only a power or 
ter (lMriaciple of operation in God, or the mind, or will, or 
al agehfluence of God, FT 
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apostle Paul confirms this opinion, and establishes this 
_ analogy between things human and divine. 1 Cor. 
ii. 1l, „What man knoweth the things of a man, 


principle of consciousness and of powerful operation 


csciousness, in Psal. cxxxix. 7, * Whither shall I gf 
from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from (by: 


In order to find what is the true scriptural idea of "2 
the Holy Spirit, let it be added also, that as the 
Scripture makes use of the analogy or resemblance | 


between human and divine things, to represent the Son L 


of God to us, so does it also in representing the Spirit 
of God. 1 
Now the spirit of any thing amongst the Jews, and 
other Eastern nations, was the perceptive and active, 
power or principle of that being. So the spirit of 4 
man is the principle of knowledge and operation inf 
man; so the spirit of a beast is the same; and the 


save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the 
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

The Spirit of God therefore, according to this ana 
logy, must be that all-wise, almighty, and eternal 


which is in the Godhead. FL 
It is sometimes the principle of knowledge or cont 
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presence: 8 
It is sometimes the principle of a/mighty power ani 
operation. Job xxxiv. 4, The Spirit of God has 
made me.“ Sometimes the principle of affection, a 
Isai. Ixiii. 10, „They rebelled and vexed his Hol 
Spirit.” Zec. vi. 8, © They have quieted my Spiri 
in the north country.” 9 0 
But let it be observed also, that the influences 0 
operations of the Holy Spirit, his motions, his effects 
the gifts and graces wrought by this spirit, are called 
by the same name, i. e. the Spirit, as John iii. 6 
« That which is born of the Spirit is spirit.“ 
And doubtless this is the true sense of the word i 
many places of the gospels and the epistles. It means i 
influence or power of the Spirit. And even when Cr, 
promises the Spirit to his disciples, John xv. 26, % 


19 


does not directly mean the eternal, essential prin- 
1 ciple of wisdom and power which is in God; but 
rather that influence or virtue which is derived from 
„God unto men. And therefore the {/oly Spirit is not 
said to be created as other spirits, nor begotten as 
Jesus Christ the Son of God ; but it is said, ** the 
Spirit which proceedeth from the Father, and in 
ve! many other Scriptures, it must have the same mean- 
ing, i. e. a power or virtue derived from God. 

Il confess, this is the only sense which the Socinians 
allow to the /Zoly Spirit in Scripture; but I think 
several places in the Bible lead us plainly to that es- 
Nsential power that is in God. So the word of God 
an, sometimes signifies the second person himself, the S0% 
he / God, and sometimes the word spoken or written. 
d. Ibis impersonal sense of the Spzrit of God especially 
ana. must have place where the Spirit is represented as di- 


7 


Wvided into parts or portions. Num. xi. 25, * The 


nal 
* Lord took of the Spirit that was upon Moses, and 
gave it to the elders;“ i. e. part of the influences of the 
con Spirit. 2 Kings ii. 9,“ Elisha had a double portion 
get the spirit of Elijah.“ And particularly where the 
uh Spirit is said to be poured out or shed forth, Isai. 
Iliv. 3. Where persons are said to be baptized, or 
van filled, or anointed with the Spirit, &c. And the Spi- 
d bail is called the anointing, 1 John ii. 20, 27. 95 
n, It may be intimated here also, that the Io Spirit 
Hon the New Testament, when it speaks of things after 
Spirilf he Ascension of Christ, very generally or for the most 
| art means, that power or influence of the eternal Spi- 
ces Hit of God, which proceedeth from the Father, and 
fects hich was communicated, or to be communicated by 
call V'rist, when he was exalted, to his followers here on 
iii. Marth, to confirm his gospel, and to call in and secure 
is subjects: or it may be described thus; That divine 
vord M uenα,ꝗ which was eminently given to Christ at his 
ans cen to heaven, to attend his gospel and bear witness 
Chr it miracles in the. first age, and by sanclifying 
. 26, Mace and comfort ever 1 * "Tis very useful to bear 


| 
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j this idea always in mind in reading the New Tes. 
| tament. N | 9 
| And indeed if the ZToly Spirit were really a true 
I and proper person, it would be as difficult to account 
| for all these and many more 6expressions in Scripture, FA 
| which cannot possibly be ascribed to a proper person; 


and if in some places these impersonal expressions, or 
in other places the personal expressions, must be fi- 
gurative, why may not my explication of them do as 
well as the contrary? And thus the Spirit of God 
need not any where be construed into a real proper 
distinct person. 9 1 

And certainly this is and will be a perpetual dif. * 
ficulty on all those opinions, which suppose the Spirit 
of God to be a real proper person, either created or 
uncreated, (vis.) that a person should be poured down 
on men, should be shcd down, or should fall on men, 
should be given with or without measure, that men 
should be baptized with a person, should be anointed 
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| with a person, should be sealed with a person, should 
41 be full of a person, or filled with a person, &c. Wn 
1 We are never said to be baptized with the Father ln 
f; or the Son, because they are proper persons, but on“ 
bl | baptized into their names, or into them: but since tb 


expression of being baptized with the Holy Spirilſ 


Ji is usual, Matt. iii. 11, Acts i. 5, &c. it seems to shey B 
1 us that the Hol / Spirit here means some power, vii. 
ih tue, or influence, which is not a proper person. | 
. Vet let it be remembered (as is said before) tha. 
„ even in some of these impersonal senses it may vl th 
5 sometimes represented as performing personal action. *' 
It according to the Hebrew idiom; as Wisdom, tht wr 
[it Law, the Scripture, Righteousness, Sin, Death, ant 
| many other things are described as persons. So a 
anointing teacheth us all things, 1 John, ii. 20+. | 
"11 The Spirit lusteth against the flesh, Gal. v. !\Werso 
. 3 

it i. e. the new nature wrought by the Spirit. If : 


N Next, let us enquire what are the benefits which! 


Jr" 


| 
| 
1 
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. ope for from the Spirit of God, and what, are the 
W-tics that we are required to perform towards him, 
e Ind see whether the description already given of the 
it Spirit be not sufficient to answer these purposes, aud 
, to be sufficient for our Salvation. 
; s for the benefits we receive, it is the Spirit of 
or Hod that reveals the things of God to us in his word. 
f. Me inspired the prophets and apostles, 2 Pet. i. 21. 
as (e convinceth us of sin and of righteousness, John 
vi. 8, 9, 10. He enliglilens our minds in the know- 
Der age of divine things. Ze takes of the things of 
riot and shews them to his people, John xvi. 15. 
If. Ne puriſies the heart, he renews or regenerates sinful 
irit pan, and changes his nature into holiness, John iii. 
| or 8 6. He gives comfort, hope, and joy in believing, 
_ RG 5, and xv. 13. And carries on the work of 
en, od in the saints till it be finished, Ephes. ii. 22. 
men The duties we are to fulfil towards him, are first to 
ele baptized in or into his name, Matt. xxvili. 19. 
dula ut most of the other dies are expressed negatively 
Nis.) not to blaspheme him, 7. e. to attribute his di- 
her ine works to an evil spirit. Not to resist him, not to 
on rere him, not to quench him, or his operations; but 
e the hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” And 
vin obey all his sacred influences | 
she But 1 know not any place of Scripture * which re- 


x VII. —— — ———— — — ILLALOS 
) thal There are some texts wherein there are devout wishes 
ay bill the holy writer for the persons to whom he writes, for 
once. merey and peace from God the Father and his Son 

10 Christ, and from the Seven &, trits before the throne, 
75 hich aresupposed to mean the.Spirit of God, Rev. i. 4, 5. 


ft, ang the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
So e Communion of the Holy Spirit be with you, 2 Cor. 
ii. 2 lt. 14. But these are not direct addresses to any of the 
v. IIersous of the Trinity. | Ry ee: | 


If any good Christians imagine that a short apostrophe 
ich iP two of the Winds in a poetical Sonnet of Scripture, 
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quires us to make express personal addresses, either MY 
of prayer or of praise, unto the Spirit, as we are taught 


to do to the Father and to the Son,; nor can | find 
Where we are required to fear him or to adore him a 


God, or to trust in him, or so much as to follow after 


the knowledge of him; but for these benefits which we 2 
receive from him, we are directed by precepts or ex. 
amples in Scripture to address or pray to the Father] 
or the Son, Luke xi. [3, Rom. xv. 15. John xv. 20 


but not to the Spirit himselt. 


Surely if pratses or prayers were necessary to bee 
offered distincily to the Hol Spirit, tis very strange 
that of all the writers of the New Testament, not one 
of them should give us some hint of it in precept, ing 
struction, or example; but neither Matthew, Mark 
Luke, nor John, Paul, nor Peter, James, nor Jude 


have left us any thing whence we can infer it. 


"Fis true I cannot think it unlawful nor utterly im. P 


proper upon some occasions to say, Blessed Spirit o 


God, enlighten me in the knowledge of the truth : off 
doe give thanks to thee, O Divine Spirit, for thy 
holy influences ; for since the Holy Spirit is tru 
God, I think he may be adored; we may say 


Blessed be God and his Spirit, as we may sa) 
Blessed be God and his wisdom, or his power, or hi) 
grace, But I think the two plainest reasons why we 
are not directed to address express prayer or prais 


unto him, or perform divine honour to him directly 


is firs, because the greater part of Scriptures whic 
speak of the Spirit of God mean his influences, hi 


operations, &c. And these are not proper objects d 


such express addresses. And Secondly, becaus 


Cant. iv. 16, can make a strong argument for an expre 
address of worship to the Holy Spirit, I leave them | 


_ enjoy their own ideas, and to take all the satisfaction the 


can from these words, Awake, O North wind, and coi 
thou South, and blow upon my garden, 


of 
mn, 
Il a 
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yi, who is the conscious and active power, or 
ZDpirit of God, is also worshipped, though not in an 
press and distinct manner. 

lt may be observed also, that though our Lord 
esus Christ is sometimes addrest by prayer in Scrip- 
re, because he is true God, yet tis but very seldom 
his is done, that so the general method of Christian 


L [if irect addresses to God the Father by the mediation 
£4 esus Christ his 1 and by the aids of the 1 oy 


|. ect. VII. Of the Spirit of God, as given to 
: 8 Jesus Christ. 


N the New Testat our Lord Jesus Christ i is 
e to have the“ Spirit given him without 
Peasure John iii. 34, to be“ full of the Spirit,“ 


% filled” or „ anointed 'with the Spirit,“ and to be 
tru led by the Spirit,” Luke iv. 1. All this may be 


ion that is betwixt the true God and the man Jesus 
frist, for all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in 
Im bodily, Coloss. ii. 9. 

Not that this all-sufficience of the Godhead was to 
> used and employed by the mere sovereign will of 
e man Jesus, or at all times, but according to the 
Ill of God and the commission given to Christ by 
e Father, at different seasons and periods. 

Here on earth the influences of wisdom and power, 
of the Spirit of God which were communicated to 
m, were sufficient for his divine purposes on earth; 
t at his ascent to heaven doubtless he was furnished 
t of this fulness of the Godhead with further influ- 
ces both for himself and for his church. 

(1) For himself, for the Son of God who knew 
the day of Judgment on earth, Mark xill. 32, 


27 rhensoever the Father or the Son is addrest, the Hol 


orbip may be maintained; that is, to make our 


ost easily accounted for by the intimate and personal 
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knew it well when he came to heaven, and took the 
book of divine decrees into his hand, and gave his 
Servant John the revelations of future things in the 
several periods of the church to the end of the world, 
Rev. v. 7, and i. I. And (2) For his church, for he 
sent his Spirit, i. e. his influences and gifts, and mira- 
culous powers on his apostles, and by their hands on 
his disciples and churches. And this expressly is Ml 
declared not to be given till his ascent to heaven, John e. 
viii. 39, Acts ii. 33, Ephes, iv. 8, then he received the 
promised Spirit of the Father, and gave gifts uno 
men, which he received, Psal. Ixviii. 18. D | 


Sect. VIII. Objections about the Representation U 
e of the Holy Spirit. 


THERE are many Christians indeed, who cannd 
suppose that several texts of Scripture can be explain- 
ed by the Spirit of God, considered as an essential 
power or principle in the Godhead, because the Spiri 
of God is always represented as ministering to Gol 
the Father, or to Jesus Christ, as sent by both the 
Father and the Son, on all his messages, and seems {0 
be distinguished from them as another person in the 
Form of Baptism, and in 1 Jobn v. 7, where Tree 
bear record in heaven, and in other Scriptures. 
_ But we must remember, that not only the Hebreu 
tongue, but almost all languages represent many 
things in a personal manner, which are not real per: 
sons: such as Life, Death, Virtue, Time, Fatt, 
Nature, Providence, Conscience, Appetite, &c. An 
we may say, God and his Spirit, as well as we ma 
say God and his Providence, God and Nature, d. 
this or that. by 
"Tis objected also, that the Spirit of God is some 
times represented in a lower character, as a men 
messenger, John xvi. 13, When he, the Spirit 0 
Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth; l 
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i ball not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall 
Pear that sball he speak, Kc. 

But we should consider, that though the Spirit of 


i od itself, or the divine principle of knowledge and 
% Mower in Godhead, cannot be so properly represented 


na lower character, yet the influences and operations, 
ie gifts or effects, of the Spirit of God, which are 
ien called the Spirit, may be said to be sent, con- 
eyed, or bestowed upon men; and that even not 
Inly by God the Father, or by Jesus Christ, but also 
the hands of the apostles. Peler and John laid 
eir hands on the Samarilans, and they received the 
gloly Spirit, Acts viii. 17. . 
Ho far any angel or inferior spirit may be admit- 
d as an agent under the eternal and almighty Spirit 
f God, which may facilitate the interpretation of 
pme Scriptures, will be considered in the Appendiz 
d the second Part of this book. 


* Here I must conclude as I did before concerning 
ntielur Lord Jess Christ, that though with this imper- 
pirifhet notion of the Spirit of God, which I have given, 
God young or a weak Christian, according to this idea of 
\ theſW<e Spirit, may not be able to explain all the difficult 
ns xis in Scripture which refer to the Holy Spirit; yet 
n hence it appears that we may expect all the blessings 

hich the Spirit bestows, and fulfil all the duties 


hich the word of God requires. to be performed to 
m, we have abundant reason to think, that this 


my owledge of the Spirit of God, as the divine prin- 
| pets ple of knowledge and power, or as the influence 
Tale d effects of this principle, may be s4fficient to 
S vation. | | | 

0 5 And if there be any difficulties, darknesses, or matters 


deep dispute, which attend our enquiries into the 
al and exact idea of the ZZoly Spirit, tis certain, 
at this most exact idea is not necessary to be known, 
order to salvation : and if in every place where we 

ad of the Spirit of God, we always understand it of 
e divine essential power, as proceeding originally 


from the Father, we shall not fall into any great mis : 


takes on this subject; but may go on comfortah - 
through this state of imperfect knowledge, till wi 


arrive at clearer light in the heavenly world. 


4 General Inference. 


et RS ad of a 


NOW if such a knowledge and belief of the Ho 8 
4 Trinity as | have given, be all that is necessary in ord: 
! 54 to our salvation, what shall we think of those cree(fſ 
| makers, who, while they set before us a long detail if 


articles about it, many of which are difficult, if 


Wh! impossible, to be understood, yet they arm them d 
= with terrible Anathemas, they guard them before a 
118 behind with everlasting curses, and pronounce | 
11 their own authority, without the word of God, tb 
1 18 


_ except a man believe this creed faithfully, he can 
|| be saved: and except every one do keep this fail 
1 of this creed, whole and undefiled, without doubt 
| Shall everlaslingly perish 2 


A PRAYER. 


i BLESSED God, if this enguiry after the ancit 
1 and original doctrine of the Trinity has been $01: 
| favoured of thee, as to trace out any glimpse of lig 

from thy word concerning it, which may lead 
meanest of thy children into a more easy and reg 
lar acquaintance with this divine trath according 
Scripture, it is here offered with all humility to {| 
5 gracious acceptance: and if it may be so far bless 
by thy grace as to enable the lowest of thy worshipe 
here on earth to walk more comfortably in tit 
if Christian course; I beseech thee let it be favoured fi 
| ther by thy providence, so as to diffuse that lig 
ins abroad, and assist poor bewildered souls in search 
"ft thee, thy gospel, and thy salvation. And do tb 
| 
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me onchsafe to give it a powerful and effectnal entrance 

into the heart and conscience of the reader. 

But on the other hand, Holy Father, if there be 
5 ny glorious and important — Mai of the Cristian 
aich, which is opposed or concealed, disgraced or 

| Warkened, by this enquiry, then I Sincerely desire 
hat this essay may be withheld or banished from the 

q ight of the world, may be buried in deep silence, and 

gether with the author's name let it lie for ever in 

E Barkness. Amen, 


5 r 2 


8 1 


% 
% 
: 
: 
ö 
! 
ö 
0 
ö 
; 
1 
22 —— — — A * 3 * — : ' 
dh <A 4 —— — — 2 = 2 | — — — 
3 * * b . . wr 
2 — 72 — ror 3 — 7 * — — Apts: ; er n — 
—— << : w — "tb — — 3 —_— — ax: ———ʒ i * 3 — ater Wt 
= : — — - ee 3 
r —˙· r .. N 


EX TRACTS 


FROM THE AUTHOR'S WRITINGS, 


RELATING TO es 
The DOCTRINE of the TRINITY, 
IN FAVOUR OF 


2 CHRISTIAN CAN DOUR and RELIGIOUS ENQU!RY, 


E WHEN we have been accustomed all our lives to 
0 particular set of words and ideas, it is pretty hard 

Þ persuade ourselves to make any little change in our 
eas or words, even though the greatest advantages 
Pight be attained by it towards the defence of the 
Jospel; and though it might remove some of the 
mief embarrassments which attend any particulat 
ücle of faith, 1 wish heartily for myself and my 
ſiends, greater freedom of soul in the humble pursuit 
truth.“ 


As to the various particular explications of this 
ctrine, and incidental arguments that attend it, [ 
ire to believe and to write with a humble conscious— 
s of my own ignorance, and to give my assent but 
proportion to the degrees of light and evidence. 
am persuaded, if every man would proportion his 
sent by the same rule, much of our modern assurance 
uld be abated ; we should have but few dogmatists 
nongst us, even in some important doctrines ; and 
this method perhaps the most positive ang confi- 


FELL — — —— — — — — — —-¼ — 


* See Dissertations relating to the Christiau Doctrine 
lie Trinity. Fun II. Dis. 5. Sec. V. 
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dent assertors of their own opinions would become t 


m 
most doubtful and modest of all men. | W | 
Besides, when 1 consult the Scriptures, or humaſ 1 
writers, on so sublime a subject, I do not come vii 
all my opinions fixed and determined, but 1 read i 
order to receive further light; and therefore I wou 
write as one who may he mistaken, and who is honest 
ly seeking truth. I know the weakness of hum 
understanding, and how easily we are led into err 
J have often seen occasion to retract my former seu 
ments, and correct them by further discoveries ; an 
1 esteem a modest and cautious manner of speech, i 
the most controverted points, to be one excellence 
a fallible writer, and retraction of error to be yet e 
superior attainment ; and though this is made some 
times a matter of scoff among vulgar souls, it is alway 
an honour among the wise.—— _ 5 


I would not willingly call every man an enemy 
Christ who lies under some doubts of his supren 
Godhead. My charity inclines me to believe, thi: 
some of them both read their Bibles carefully, ang" 

pray daily for divine instruction, to lead them into ao: 
truth. 5 N . > 

I am well assured that the wisdom which com: 
from above, is first pure and then peaceable ; t 
we are required in the gospel not to call for fg 0 
from heaven, even upon such Samaritans who ir 
not receive Christ at all; but with all meekness to Wn 


struct those that oppose themselves, that they may! 
recovered out of any dangerous snares. The method 
in which divine controversy has generally been writtel 
| have proved fatal to religion, and utterly improper! 
promote the truth. When we rail, we set our oppe 
nents a railing too; and in such a frame of spirit, 
are neither fit to instruct others, nor are they fit | 
receive instruction. The wrath of man works not ll 
righteousness of God, nor the knowledge of Che 
These angry fits of zeal do but awaken the disorderi ea 
passions of men, and tempt them to resist every arge 


u ent that comes armed with such assumed sovereignty 
a fre. It is God only who has a right and a power 
maß convince the obstinate by a spirit of burning lle 


vil y clothe an angel in flame, or inspire a prophet to 
qi be minister of his shining vengeance ; but! had 


ou ther be a humble messenger of his light and love. 
ned e great God can send conviction in the language of 
ma Path and ruin, but he does not exert this power till 


router methods have been tried in vain. 
en Besides, in contests and debates among men, much 
Urkness is consistent with vehement heat. These 


ans 
b, Mities are found in greatest perfection in the nether 
\ce ori! ; and sometimes on earth the fiercest heat has 
yet! t deepest darkness attending it. Light itself, when 
some incd with noise and fire, has not the most happy 
lwanW' ucnce to improve ant refine the mind. A flash of 
ning rather affrights than guides us. The voice 
my bunder carries more terror than instruction in it. 
prene 50ul bars up all the avenues of its understanding 
, Want truth itself, when it demands entrance by such 
„, man methods of violence. It is only the gentle ap- 
nto aMWoaches of truth, like the morning light, which opens 
> windows of the soul, and makes it willing to re— 
com ive all further discoveries. 
; tl by such methods as these I shall be so far honour- 
or of God, as to recover any who have departed from 
10 iir former principles, or establish those who doubt, 
3 to inn well assured that my blessed Lord will estcem it 
may Wetter service done for himself, than if 1 had guard- 
1etholW bis sacred doctrines by scattering all the terrors 
written bell round about them; than if I had thundered 
roper it damnation against disbeltevers ; and awakened 
r opp rage of every gainsayer without the least hope of 
irit, riction. There was once a * great and strong 
y fit WO"), that rent the mountains and brake the rocks in 
- not Mees; after the wind an earthquake, and after the 
" ChiiWiiquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, in 
sordenW earthquake, or in the wind; then a still small 
ry arge was heard; God was in that voice, and visited 
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Spirit. So unbappily has the Christian world bei 


of human phrases, and especially if he give an exp 


r RCTs "a" 
Fr 2 


© SO Ir,” — * 
I . one A Ae rel Yn rs SOS 


8 a a 
. . . 
Gore. IN 
— 
— — 2 . 
p ——— rx pert 


GH — 
„ 
- 


32 


his prophet, who was jealous for the Lord of Hosts, 
I Kings xix. 11, 13.* _ 

Such as know little of these disputes, and hav 
never ventured to read any thing, but the writers of 
their own side, generally imagine that all things i 
their own particular scheme are clear as the light 
and they are too ready to impute all the doubts oft 
difficulties that are raised on these subjects to the wail 
They believe their owt 
particular mode of explaining this great article vi 
as firm a faith, and make it as sacred and divine, 


scheme is supported by all those Scriptures which aff 
made use of to prove the deity of the Son and ii 


taught to mingle human schemes with divine truths, We 
And I cannot but take notice here, if a man has neye 
so sincere a design to vindicate the same great doctrin 
wv hich are proſessed and maintained by his brethre 
yet if he happen to step aside from the common frac 


sition of some important Scriptures different from the 
sentiments, and the established interpretation, he ri 
the risk of having heresy cast on himself and his wr 


tings, even while he labours by reasoning, and cla 
ideas, to defend those very propositions which the" 
themselves believe.—W hat scheme of explications 
ever he follows, there are some hard names of moda 
or ancient error which lie ready to be discharged up 
him. lt is hardly possible that the nicest care shoe 
excinpt a man from these inconveniences ; but 1 He 
none of these things shall ever discourage me from Na 
Sincere pursuit of truth, nor provoke me to lay ae 
the exercise of Christian candour and charity. —— Hes 
Surely those who have well known the Arian 0 
* See the Preface to Dissertations relating to eb 
0 


Christian Doctrine of the Trinity. Part J. 
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ocinian controversies, and have given themselves 
a ve to be acquainted with the force of argument on 
Ill sides, must acknowledge, that it would be an in- 
FSaluable happiness to the Christian world, if any 
Pypothesis of explaining the Trinity were current 
among us, which might have clear and distinct ideas 
used to it, that we might not be perpetually running 
this refuge, © It is all mysterious and inconceiv- 
ble, and therefore we must not search into it.“ [ 
Should be very glad if a man might be permitted to 
Initate the blessed work of angels, 1 Pet. i. 12, and 
Sight desire to look into the glorious things of Christ, 
h a ithout being suspected of a profane curiosity or a 
q oolation of faith —— ” 

be VV hen 1 apply myself with diligence to make furs 
ths, lier enquiries into the great doctrines of the gospel, I 
ner ould never make my own former opinions the stand- 
erinner of truth, and the rule by which to determine m 
hre uture judgment. My work is always to lay the Bible 
trad eſore me, to consult that sacred and infallible guide, 
ex dd to square and adjust all my sentiments by that 
n teertain and unerring rule. It is to this supreme judge 
ie ruf controversies that I pay an unreserved submission, 
is wind would derive all further light from this fountain. 
1 dd thank God that 1 have learned to retract my former 
h (1&cotiments, and change them, when upon stricter search 
tion und review, they appear less agreeable to the divine 


mode tandard of faith. GE 5 

d up Though a sentence or two from any man's former 
chou rritings may be cited, perhaps to confront his later 

| hoWhoughts, yet that is not sufficient to refute them. All 


from hat it will prove is this, that that man keeps his mind 
ay aiÞever open to conviction, and that he is willing and 
_— — {csirous to change a darker for a clearer idea. It will 
inn any declare to the world, that he can part with a mis- 

ake for the hope of truth, that he dares confess him- 
elt a fallible creature, and that his knowledge is 
capable of improvement. It becomes the all-wise 
od, and not mortal man, to be unchangeable. lt 
oth* not belong to such poor imperfect beings as we 
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are, to remain for ever unmoveable in all the same 
opinions that we have once indulged, nor to stamp 
every sentiment with immortality. For a man to bs 


obstinately tenacious of an old mistake, and incorrigi. * 


bly fond of any obscure phrase or conception, becaus WY 


he has once admitted i is the shame, and not the 
glory, of human nature.“ 


Later days, and the maturer age of the world, have 


given light to many passages of the Bible, which were 1 | 


not well understood in the days of the fathers ; and 
though I read their writings with sincere reverence, 


yet not with an absolute submission to their dictates — 7 


We ought to make use of all the advantages of increas: 
ing light, nor continue in a wrong application of 
Scriptures to support any point of our faith, in oppo- 
sition to their most open and evident meaning.t 

Bat after all, whatever light or knowledge we may 
suppose ourselves to have attained in the explication 
of this sublime doctrine, we ought not to be over soli- 
citous to proselyte other Christians to our particular 
scheme; much less to impose it on the consciences of 
others —If we labour in our zeal to proselyte the learn 
ed to our scheme, the most part of them are so deep: 


ly rooted in their old opinions, so immoveably esta- 


blished in their particular forms, so self. satisfied in 
what they believe, so much prejudicecd against any 
further light, that we shall probably do nothing but 
awaken their learned anger, to fix the brand of heresy 
upon us, and to overwhelm the hints of any brighter 


discovery with clamours and hard names, and drown 


them in noise and darkness. 


If we are too solicitous to persuade the unlearned 
Christian to come into any better explication of this 


doctrine than he has learned in his younger years, we 


* See the Preface to 8383 relating to the 
Christian Doctrine of the Trinity. Part II. 


+ See the Preface to the Glory of Christ as God-ma 
display ed. | 
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ve the same huge prejudices to encounter here, as 


ne gy 

np the learned world; nor can we hope for much bet- 
be er success it we attempt to change his ancient opinion 
gi⸗ By a hasty and industrious zeal. Hard names and 


proaches are weapons ever at hand, and common 
Bhoth to the wise and the unwise, the Greek and the 
Barbarian The vulgar Christian is as expert at them 
Bs ihe scholar. | 

ere Yet these accidental inconveniences are not a suffi- 
Wient reason for our supine and perpetual contentment 
ich confused sentiments and unintelligible speeches, 
bout the modus of sacred truths, if clearer ideas are 
Iny way attainable. There are just and strong mo- 
ves that may excite us to search into the deep things 
f God, and propose all our improvements in know— 
edge to the world and the church; though there are 
o reasons or motives sufficient to impel us to impose 
ur improved not ions on others, or to raise contentions 
Ind quarrels on the account of them.— 


may 
tion 
$01 


ulat And if it be an unreasonable thing to dictate to our 
2s of MW ellow-Christians, and urge our particular sentiments 
-arn- In them in these mysterious points, how much more 
cep- Hulpable and domineering is it to establish any especial 
esta · rm of human explication of this sacred doctrine as a 
d inst of orthodoxy and Christianity! How vain a pre- 


any mption is it, with a pretence of divine authority, to 
but ihupose mere human explications upon the consciences 
eresy men, and to forbid them all the sacred blessings of 
ghtetpecial communion in the gospel, unless they testify 
rown{eir assent to such a particular hypothesis or scheme 
| explication, which the imposers confess to be hu- 
arnedMWan, and yet impose it in their own prescribed form 
f this words. © Ep e wy 
s, ve | be persons who are guilty of this uncharitable 
Practice may consecrate their impositions, and their 
communications, with holy names, and call them 
to theflure zeal for the divinity of Christ; but I suspect 
will be ſound in the great day to deserve no beiter 
d-mad character than a mistaken zeal for the hononr of 
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Christ, mingled, perhaps, with zeal for the divinity C 
their own notions.* = 
If we must be condemned to hell for believing n 
consistencies, then woe be to every son and daughtyf 
of Adam. What man is there in the world fi 
from all error? And yet every error which i © 
holds, is perhaps inconsistent with some truth which. 
he believes. It is hard to write Anathema upon , 
man's forehead, because of some inconsistencies in , 
opinions, while he believes all necessary truths, ail nd 
practices all the necessary duties relating to God, au," 
Christ, and his own soul. T a 
There have been many and very diſferent explicl, 
tions of this doctrine, embraced by some persons 1 
most exemplary piety; such persons as have mo 6 
firmly believed the general doctrine itself, and sud $ 
concerning whom J could even venture to say, “ Ma Rae 
my soul be where their's is in the other world 4+ 0 
{lappy are the souls above, who see God face to fac.“ 
who behold the sacred Three in that divine light, 
were objections and darkness are banished for eve 4 
and the shadows are fled away! The noise of co? 
troversy and wrangling is never heard in those region 
but if it were possible for the happy inhabitants to di 
fer in sentiment, and controversy could ascend thithe 
1 am persnaded it would be managed without wrang 
ling or noise. The gentieness and benevolence, {! 
sweet serenity and candour, that adorn every spit 
there, would reign through all their sacred reasoning 
and wheresoever a mistake was found and rectil 
among those holy disputants, the voice of joy a 
triumph would be heard on all sides at the brig 
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Ste An Kang on 9 9s true Importance of any hi 


man Sc hemes to 1 4825 the sacred Doctrines of tl 
Trinity.” See. 3. 


7 See * An Essay on the true Importance,” &c. Sect. 
+ See the Christian Doctrine of the Trinity, Prov. | 
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F lovely appearance of truth. O that the disputes 
5 Christians on earth might be carried on with the 


Wine heavenly candour ; and might end in the same 
Wu mony and } Joy." 
U 8 


Apologa⸗ for Christians of different Sentiments, 


ince our first apostacy from God has so perverted 
Spoiled our rational powers, and enslaved our 
nds to so many prejudices and passions; since the 
pressions of education and custom are unavoidable 
necessary, deep and strong; since the affairs of 
world that is under a divine curse, are so justly 
unhappily ill-constituted ; since capacity, leisure, 
lication, humility, and prayer, are all found toge- 
r but in a very few persons; and since the divine 


plies 


s 


| Ma cles, in matters less necessary, have so much ob- 
Writy in themselves, and so much thicker darkness 
+. Þ upon them by contending parties, why should we 
nien much amazed or so angry, to see so many dif- 
> Wit sentiments and practices amongst men of honest 
12 y, and desirous of truth? 
iow ————— LLC IG LL 
to dig See the Preface to Dissertations relating to the 
chitheſhietian Doctrine of the Trinity. Part II. 
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